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Acts 6:1-5

So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They
said, “We apostles should spend our time teaching the word
of God, not running a food program. And so, brothers,
select seven men who are well respected and are full of the
Spirit and wisdom.

We will give them this responsibility. Then we apostles can
spend our time in prayer and teaching the word.”

Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following:
Stephen (a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit)



Acts 6:8-11

Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed
amazing miracles and signs among the people. But one
day some men from the Synagogue of Freed Slaves, as it
was called, started to debate with him. They were Jews
from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and the province of Asia.

None of them could stand against the wisdom and the
Spirit with which Stephen spoke.

So they persuaded some men to lie about Stephen, saying
“We heard him blaspheme Moses, and even God.”



Acts 6:12-15

This roused the people, the elders, and the teachers of
religious law. So they arrested Stephen and brought him
before the high council.

The lying witnesses said, “This man is always speaking
against the holy Temple and against the law of Moses.
We have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will
destroy the Temple and change the customs Moses
handed down to us.”

At this point everyone in the high council stared at
Stephen, because his face became as bright as an
angel’s.



Acts 7:46-51

David found favor with God and asked for the privilege
of building a permanent Temple for the God of Jacob.
But it was Solomon who actually built it. However, the
Most High doesn’t live in temples made by human hands.

As the prophet says, ‘Heaven is my throne, and the
earth is my footstool. Could you build me a temple as
good as that?’ asks the LORD. ‘Could you build me such
a resting place? Didn’t my hands make both heaven and
earth?’

You stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf
to the truth. Must you forever resist the Holy Spirit?
That’s what your ancestors did, and so do you!



Acts 7:54-56

When they heard these things they were cut to the
heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth.

But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God, and said, “Look! | see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

Then they put their hands over their ears and began
shouting. They rushed at him and dragged him out of the
city and began to stone him.



Acts 12:1-6

About that time King Herod Agrippa began to persecute some
believers in the church. He had the apostle James (John’s
brother) killed with a sword. When Herod saw how much this
pleased the Jewish people, he also arrested Peter. Then he
imprisoned him, placing him under the guard of four squads of
four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring Peter out for publi
trial after the Passover.

But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly
for him.

guard at the prison gate.



Acts 12:7-10

Suddenly, there was a bright light in the cell, and an angel o
the Lord stood before Peter. The angel struck him on the sid
to awaken him and said, “Quick! Get up!” And the chains fell
off his wrists. Then the angel told him, “Get dressed and put
on your sandals.” And he did. “Now put on your coat and
follow me,” the angel ordered.

So Peter left the cell, following the angel. But all the time he
thought it was a vision. He didn’t realize it was actually
happening. They passed the first and second guard posts and
came to the iron gate leading to the city, and this opened for
them all by itself. So they passed through and started watki
down the street, and then the angel suddenly left hi
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Jesus Understands




John 1:29-34

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
“Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
He is the one | was talking about when | said, ‘A man is comin
after me who is far greater than | am, for he existed long
before me.’ | did not recognize him as the Messiah, but | have
been baptizing with water so that he might be revealed to
Israel.”

Then John testified, “l saw the Holy Spirit descending like a

dove from heaven and resting upon him. | didn’t know he was
the one, but when God sent me to baptize with water, he told
me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descend and rest i
the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” | saw thi
happen to Jesus, so | testify that he is the Chosen Oneof God.”



Matthew 14:3-8

For Herod had arrested and imprisoned John as a favor to
his wife Herodias (the former wife of Herod’s brother
Philip). John had been telling Herod, “It is against God’s
law for you to marry her.” Herod wanted to kill John, but
he was afraid of a riot, because all the people believed
John was a prophet.

But at a birthday party for Herod, Herodias’s daughter
performed a dance that greatly pleased him, so he
promised with a vow to give her anything she wanted. At
her mother’s urging, the girl said, “l want the head of
John the Baptist on a tray!”



Matthew 14:9-13

Then the king regretted what he had said; but because of
the vow he had made in front of his guests, he issued the
necessary orders. So John was beheaded in the prison,
and his head was brought on a tray and given to the girl,
who took it to her mother.

Later, John’s disciples came for his body and buried it.
Then they went and told Jesus what had happened.

As soon as Jesus heard the news, he left in a boat to a

remote area to be alone. /



Job 9:32-35

For He (God) is not a man, as | am, That | may answer Him,
And that we should go to court together.

Nor is there any mediator between us,
Who may lay his hand on us both.

Let Him take His rod away from me,
And do not let dread of Him terrify me.

Then | would speak and not fear Him,
But it is not so with me.



It’s OK to Ask “Why?”




1 Timothy 2:5-6, Hebrews 4:15-16

For there is one God and one Mediator between God and
men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for
all, to be testified in due time

For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize
with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we
are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of

need. ///////



Matthew 7:7-8

Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for.
Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking,
and the door will be opened to you.

For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks,
finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened.



1 Corinthians 13:12

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face.
Now | know in part, but then | shall know just as | also am
known.

Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in
a mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect

clarity. All that | know now is partial and incomplete, but
then | will know everything completely, just as God now
knows me completely. [NLT]



Philippians 4:6-8

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all
he has done.

Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds
anything we can understand. His peace will guard your
hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.

And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix

your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right,
and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things
that are excellent and worthy of praise.



Romans 8:26-28

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we
do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.

Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of
the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the
saints according to the will of God.

And we know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose.



Look For The Good




Matthew 14:13-16

As soon as Jesus heard the news, he left in a boat to a
remote area to be alone. But the crowds heard where he was
headed and followed on foot from many towns. Jesus saw
the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he had
compassion on them and healed their sick.

That evening the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds
away so they can go to the villages and buy food for
themselves.”

But Jesus said, “That isn’t necessary—you feed thenn.



Matthew 14:17-21

“But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish!” they
answered. “Bring them here,” he said. Then he told the
people to sit down on the grass.

Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward
heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into
pieces, he gave the bread to the disciples, who distributed
it to the people.

They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, the
disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftovers. About
5,000 men were fed that day, in addition to all the wa
and children!



Acts 7:57-60

Then they put their hands over their ears and began
shouting. They rushed at him and dragged him out of the
city and began to stone him. His accusers took off their
coats and laid them at the feet of a young man named Saul.

As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit.”

He fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them
with this sin!” And with that, he died.



Acts 9:1-3

Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and
was eager to kill the Lord’s followers. So he went to the high
priest.

He requested letters addressed to the synagogues in
Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the arrest of any
followers of the Way he found there. He wanted to bring
them—both men and women—back to Jerusalem in chains.

As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light fra
heaven suddenly shone down around him.



Acts 9:4-6

He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?”

“Who are you, lord?” Saul asked.

And the voice replied, “l am Jesus, the one you are
persecuting! Now get up and go into the city, and you
will be told what you must do.”



Asking God “Why?”

> Jesus Understands

> It’s OK to Ask “Why?”

> Look For The Good
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The End




