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Matthew 2:1-4

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of 
King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern 
lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn 
king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have 
come to worship him.” 

King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as 
was everyone in Jerusalem.  He called a meeting of the 
leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, 
“Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?”



Matthew 2:5-8

“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the 
prophet wrote: 

‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least 
among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from 
you who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’ ” 

Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, 
and he learned from them the time when the star first 
appeared.  Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and 
search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come 
back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!” 



Matthew 2:9-12

After this interview the wise men went their way. And the 
star they had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It 
went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the 
child was.  When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 

They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

When it was time to leave, they returned to their own 
country by another route, for God had warned them in a 
dream not to return to Herod. 





Follow the Gospel Light



John 8:12, 5:14-16

Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the 
light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to 
walk in darkness, because you will have the light that 
leads to life.”

______________________________________________

You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to 
all who are in the house.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.



2 Corinthians 4:3–6

If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, 
who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 

For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, 
and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.  For it is 
the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, 
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.



Jeremiah 29:11-13

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the 
LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a 
future and a hope.

Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I 
will listen to you.

And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me 
with all your heart.



Acts 10:2-6  Cornelius Account 

Cornelius was a devout, God-fearing man, as was everyone 
in his household. He gave generously to the poor and prayed 
regularly to God.  One afternoon about three o’clock, he 
had a vision in which he saw an angel of God coming toward 
him. “Cornelius!” the angel said

Cornelius stared at him in terror. “What is it, sir?” he asked 
the angel. 

And the angel replied, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor 
have been received by God as an offering! Now send some 
men to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter.



Acts 10:34-38 Cornelius Account 

Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive 
that God shows no partiality.  But in every nation whoever 
fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 

The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching 
peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all—that word you 
know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and 
began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power, who went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.



Acts 10:39-43 Cornelius Account 

And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the 
land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by 
hanging on a tree.  Him God raised up on the third day, and 
showed Him openly, not to all the people, but to witnesses 
chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with 
Him after He arose from the dead.

And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to 
testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of 
the living and the dead.  To Him all the prophets witness 
that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will 
receive remission of sins.”



Acts 10:44-48 Cornelius Account 

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon all those who heard the word.  And those of the 
circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as 
came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out on the Gentiles also.  For they heard them 
speak with tongues and magnify God.

Then Peter answered, “Can anyone forbid water, that these 
should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit 
just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized 
in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few 
days.



Acts 11:2-3, 13-14, 17  Peter’s Account

But when Peter arrived back in Jerusalem, the Jewish 
believers criticized him.  “You entered the home of 
Gentiles and even ate with them!” they said. 

Cornelius told us how he had seen an angel standing in his 
house, who said to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for 
Simon whose surname is Peter, who will tell you words by 
which you and all your household will be saved.’

And since God gave these Gentiles the same gift he gave 
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I 
to stand in God’s way?



Receive The Gospel Gift



John 3:16-17, 1:12-13

For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved.

______________________________________________

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right 
to become children of God, to those who believe in His 
name:  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.



Acts 26:1-3, 17-18

So Paul, gesturing with his hand, started his defense: “I 
am fortunate, King Agrippa, that you are the one hearing 
my defense today against all these accusations made by 
the Jewish leaders, for I know you are an expert on all 
Jewish customs and controversies. Now please listen to 
me patiently! 

‘I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as 
from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open their 
eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who 
are sanctified by faith in Me.’



Acts 26:26-29

For the king, before whom I also speak freely, knows 
these things; for I am convinced that none of these things 
escapes his attention, since this thing was not done in a 
corner.  King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I 
know that you do believe.

Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to 
become a Christian.”

And Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also 
all who hear me today, might become both almost and 
altogether such as I am, except for these chains.”



Luke 2:25-27

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named 
Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly 
waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. 

The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to him 
that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 

That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary 
and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord 
as the law required, Simeon was there.



Luke 2:28-32

He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, 
“Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as 
you have promised.  

I have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for 
all people. 

He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the 
glory of your people Israel!”



Seeking & Finding

Jesus Christ

 Follow The Gospel Light

 Receive The Gospel Gift





The End


